Genre


The genre of The Cay is Historical Fiction. It’s based on a true story yet has fictional characters. It is historical fiction because the events and places are true, but the characters are not real.
Conflict

The conflict in The Cay is when Phillips Enright is shipwrecked on an island with Timothy, an old black worker, and a cat named Stew.  Shortly after being shipwrecked Phillips becomes blind, leaving Timothy to help him stumble around the island. Just after Phillips gets used to his handicap Tim get sick with malaria. After he miraculously survives, a hurricane strikes the small island they’re on. Following the hurricane Timothy dies of his wounds he developed in the storm, leaving Phillips blind and almost helpless on the island. 
Theme


The theme of The Cay is to never give up. Even if you go blind and insane on an island and get caught in a hurricane don’t give up. Even when Phillips only company is dead, he never gave up and stayed determined to the end.
Climax


The climax of this story is when Tim and Phillips get caught in the hurricane. To prepare they lashed themselves to the side of a tree and awaited the storm. When the wind and rain struck Timothy positioned himself so he took most of the elements and protected Phillips.
Resolution

After Timothy dies of his wounds Phillips is left alone, but miraculously a fishing boat passes by and rescues Phillips. Returning blind to his parents, Phillips explains the adventure he had. Near the end of the novel doctors are able to cure his blindness, but he had to wear glasses for the rest of his life.

Plot


In The Cay Phillips Enright, an 11-year-old boy, is living on the island of Curacao in 1942. During this time German U-boats were stationed offshore, trying to torpedo the island’s famous refineries. Phillips parents then debate whether or not to leave the island. Just when they agree to stay a refinery exploded, which made them change their minds. The Enrights then decided to leave the island on a boat to America. When they leave their ship is torpedoed. In the confusion Philips is knocked unconscious, separating him from his parents. When he wakes up he is on a lifeboat with a Black man and a cat. When they finally spot land, Phillips becomes blind from the blow to his head that knocked him unconscious.. Soon they pull ashore to a cay in the Caribbean.
